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Why Are
Flamingos Pin

Build Vocabulary &)

things that ¢ i { et 8 i with no stems or
T

pigment

¥ 1o change or cause to change in nature, . g .
. a thing that gives something a color

state, or colos; to make or become

swamp mle
G S "
. an areaiof very wet land adf. very Hight In colon, almost white

diet _
. the food that & p at animal eals each wild
day . & mat

@ The green algaeis @ @ mainly bhamboo. "

@ Apandasdietis @ @ covering the river.

€ Pigments are used @ @ to make palnts and inks.

| &PPLY | Fill in the blanks to complete the sentences. @

Flamingos look awesomel X
They have a blg bill, a long neck, and
beautiful pink feathers. But lock at

the babies! They are not pink!

What happened to them?

Swamp  urmn wilel pale  feathers

@ Baby birds have short and soft
@ The tiger will be taken fram the zoo and returned to the

@ Be careful not to fall into the deep
.+ Are flamingos born with pink
\ feathers?

= Why do flamingos hawve pink
feathers?

€ Mason is wearing a pink shirt.

@ After a few hours, apple slices bBrown.
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Why Are Flamingos Pink?

What's your favorite bird? For some people, it could be parrots, Others might like
eagles. But some people like Mamingos for their beautilful pink feathers, That's because
they look great in photos and in real life! But do they always look Like this? Surprisingly,

the answer is no. In fact, baby flamingos are born with light gray feathers.

Why do their feathers turn pink? It's caused by the food they eat. Flamingos live
near lakes and swamps. That means their diet is mostly algae and tiny shrimp. These
algae and shrimp have pigments called “carotencids” that turn flamingos pink. When
flamingos eat algae and shrimp, the carotenocids give them a beautiful, rosy color. In fact,
carotenoids are the same pigments that we see in boiled shrimp.
The pigments change the shrimp's color from gray to pink when
it's cooked! So what happens when flaminges don't eal these

== foods with carotenoids?

~ ':“\. They become pale pink.
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\ it iy S Labsters, crabs, and shimp
) Whﬂ"_!-'- M e fave earotensids in their
some of them in the shiglls, When they're cooked,

wild and also in zoos..
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the pments tmthompink.

Humans also eat food with carotenoids,
such as carrots and pumpkins, Some might
ask—will people change color if they eat a
lot of these foods? The answer is “maybe.” If
they eat a large amount of carrots, they can
turn yellow or orange. But don't worry; just
one cup of carrot juice won't turn you orange

overnight!

| READING 7 1 8% @

Furmnpkins, carrots, and orarges are highiin

Which paragraph describes why flamingos ol L
turn pink?
O st 3 2nd O 3rd
LCELERCS TS The Growth of a Flamingo

A flamingo mom lays a single egg on top of a mud mound. & baby flamingo's feathers

Juveniles

change from light gray to pink as it grows up.
[ Chicks ]
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What de flamingo chicks look like?

() They have pink feathers.

() They have light gray feathers.
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comprhEHd If! Choose the correct answers. @

€0 What is the passage mainly about?
a. various feather colors of birds
b. faod pigments that make flamingos’ feathers pink
. life of flamingas in the wild and in zoos

@ Flamingos live on a diet of and
a. algae, pumpkins b carrot juice, boiled shrimp c. algae, shrimp

€) What is NOT true about carotenoids?
a. Carotennids are pigments.
b. Algae and shrimp have carotenoids.

c. Boiled shrimp are gray because of carotenoids.

£} The feather color of flamingos turns pale pink or white when
a. they live in the wild
b. they dant eat enough carctenoids
c. they eat a large amount of shrimp

@ What can be inferred from the passage?
a. Most flamingos in zoos have white feathers.
b. Vegetables that are orange might have carotenoids.

c. A bowl of pumpkin soup can turn us yellow.

| Write It] “urr - cranoe) (V1O

@ Number the underlined words in the correct order,

Cne cup of carrot julce won't orange turm you.

S SV,
@ Unscramble and complete the sentence.

The cold weather

red and yellow  theleaves turns

10

Summarize if! Complete the summary. @

Some people like flamingos for their pink feathers, But their feathers
Paragraph 1 aren't always pink. Baby flamingos are
Flamingos mostly eat algae and tiny shrimp
o h2 . The food contains
st . that givie flamingos their rosy colors. If flamingos
don't eat food with carotencids, they will hecome pale pink.
Other foods also have carolenoids, If people eat a large amount of these
Paragraph 3 il

migments called carotenolds bom with light gray feathers
the color of their skin can change near lakes and swamps

Focus ©n Skills Causes effeet (v]o

Why are flamingos pink? Complete the chart.

Flamingos eat The turr

and

that the flamingos’ white feathers a

have pigments called carotenoids,

oy,
S
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shrimp pink colar algas pigments

If flamingos don't eat food with carotencids, what will happen to them?
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